
 

PBL Design Form 

Name of Project: Minecraft Courtyard  Duration: 2-3 weeks 

Subject/Course: ELA  Teacher(s): Gilsenan Grade Level:  6 

 
 

Accountability 

Key Knowledge & Understanding 
Success Skills 

To be taught and assessed 

Final Products/ Performances 
(that demonstrate student learning 

throughout the PBL experience) 
Content Standards  

To be taught and assessed 
Literacy Standards 

To be taught and assessed 

Individual 

(RI.6.9a) 
Use their experience and their 

knowledge of language and logic, 
as well as culture, to think 

analytically, address problems 
creatively, and advocate 

persuasively.  

(W.6.1) 
Explore and inquire into area of 

interests to formulate an 
argument. 

1. introduce claim 
2. develop claim 

3. maintain formal style 
4. use transition words 
5. use precise language 
6. provide a concluding 

statement 
 

x Collaboration 

Courtyard design drawn to scale, 
correct research and investigation for 

estimate of needed 
supplies/products. 

 
Grant application with narrative of 

project including objective, funding, 
and purpose.  

x 

Critical 
Thinking/ 
Problem 
Solving 

x 
Self-Manageme
nt 

 Other 

Team 

(W.6.2)  
Write informative/explanatory text 

to examine and convey complex 
ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through effective 
selection, organization, and 

analysis of content.  

(SL.6.4) 
Present claims and findings, 

sequencing ideas logically using 
pertinent descriptions, facts and 
details to accentuate main ideas 
and details using appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and 

clear pronunciation.  

x Collaboration 
Create a group presentation using 

selected group design and rationale 
behind 1 selected scale design.  

 
Build scale picture into a replica. 

 
Present project, replica, and grant 

proposal to school board members, 
administrators, and federal union for 

consideration of funding.  

x 

Critical 
Thinking/ 
Problem 
Solving 

x 
Self-Manageme
nt 

 Other 

 



 
 

PBL Design Form 

Project Summary 
(include student 
role, issue, problem 
or challenge, action 
taken, and 
purpose/beneficiary 

In this scenario students take on the role of a project design manager to make a plan for our school’s courtyard.  Within planning 
they will also take on the role of an architect to scale and create a model of their design.  As an  estimator they will have to research 
prices on plants, lighting, seating, etc. as well as interview local contractors for cost of labor for construction of their plan.  Finally as 
a grant writer they will compile their design and estimate and write a rationale for how their design will be best suited for our school 
courtyard as well as persuade the panel of s administrators to choose their design to be considered by our local credit union for 
funding. 

Challenging 
Problem or 
Driving Question 

What would you want your school-day-secret-get-away to look like? How will this projectsupport our classroom learning experience 
as well as be an incentive for academic excellence.  
 

Initiating Inquiry:  
Entry Event 

A landscape architect will speak to students about the process, resources, possible problems, and troubleshooting that comes along 
with managing a project.  

Initiating Inquiry:  
Anticipated Student 
Need to Knows 

Checkpoints, deadlines, measurements, local businesses, rubric, process steps, shopping (online)  resources, effective 
communication skills, available materials, materials needed, cost estimate--excel document, budget 

Methods of 
Inquiry 
(how will students 
collect data to 
inform their 
inquiry) 

Survey/Questionnaire: x Observation: x Panel Discussion: x 

Interview: x Experiment:  Other:  

Research: x Examination: x Other:  

 

 

 



PBL Design Form 

Making Products Public 
(include who will be the 
public audience and how the 
products will be made public) 

Students will present courtyard replica and grant proposal to a panel of  administrators.  

Voice & Choice Options 
(how individual and team will 
exercise their voice through 
choice) 

Topic: Choose one individual scale drawing for 
team replica project. 

 Time: 15-20 min.  

Task(s): Each member develops a rationale for 
the best design and discuss as a group. 

 
Team: Moves forward with group decision to 
prepare and plan a 3D replica of chosen scale 
drawing. 

 

Other: Personality Test (team grouping)  

Reflection Methods 
(how individual, team, and/or 
whole class will reflect 
during/at end of project) 

Journal/Learning Log-Shared Google Doc x Focus Group  

Whole-Class Discussion x Fishbowl Discussion x 

Student-Led Conference x Other: Peer evaluation form x 

Resources Needed 

On-site people, facilities: Landscape Architect Expert, trip to examine and measure courtyard, panel presentation date 

Equipment: Chromebooks will be used for CAD and grant writing, measuring tapes (borrow from Ben) 

Materials: Students will create a replica, http://smallblueprinter.com/garden/planner.html, Addison 
Moran-spokesperson from Lasnicky Landscaping Co. Inc., Personality Test 

Community Resources: Panel Participants  (Date set for Proposal Presentation) 

 
 

 

 

http://www.learningtogive.org/units/foundations-and-you/lets-write-grant-proposal


PBL: Student Learning Guide 

Final Product(s)  
Presentations, 
Performances, 

Products and/or 
Services 

Learning Outcomes/Targets 
knowledge, understanding & success 

skills needed by students to successfully 
complete products 

Checkpoints/Formative 
Assessments 

to check for learning and ensure  
students are on track 

Instructional Strategies for All 
Learners 

provided by teacher, other staff, experts; 
includes scaffolds, materials, lessons 

aligned to learning outcomes and 
formative assessments 

Individual  (W.6.1) I can write an argument with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence 
where I: 

A. introduce claims and organize 
the reasons evidence clearly 

B. support claims with clear and 
relevant reasons 

C. use credible sources and 
demonstrate understanding of 
the topic 

D. use words, phrases, and clauses 
to clarify relationships among 
claims/reasons 

E.  establish and maintain a formal 
style provide a concluding 
statement or section that flows 
from the presented argument 

Graphic Organizer-Outline 
 
Students color code writing piece-each 
step of the process (a-e) to ensure each 
component is including 
 
Writing Rubric 
 
Fishbowl Activity Protocol; followed by 
revision 

Writing lesson on paragraph organization 
ard parts of an persuasive essay 
 
Teacher conferences to adjust  
 
Online template for collecting and saving 
research used 
 
Focused writing lesson about supporting 
claim with evidence  

(W.6.8) I can gather relevant information 
from multiple print and digital resources. 

 Create a budget with appropriate 
resources-excel document 
 
 

(SL.6.5) I can include multimedia 
components and visual displays in my 
presentation to clarify information. 

CAD drawing  
Gallery Walk 

Students must justify their choices on the 
CAD (ie: reading area, performance area, 
lights etc.) using a peer critique  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/6_8_a.jpg


 
 
 
 

 
PBL: Student Learning Guide 

Final Product(s)  
Presentations, 
Performances, 

Products and/or 
Services 

Learning Outcomes/Targets 
knowledge, understanding & success skills 

needed by students to successfully 
complete products 

Checkpoints/Formative 
Assessments 

to check for learning and ensure  
students are on track 

Instructional Strategies for All 
Learners 

provided by teacher, other staff, experts; 
includes scaffolds, materials, lessons 

aligned to learning outcomes and 
formative assessments 

Team  (W.6.2)I can write an informative piece 
which examines a topic and convey ideas 
where we: 

A. introduce a topic and organize 
ideas with appropriate structure; 
include formatting and  graphics 
when useful 

B. use facts, definitions, details, and 
quotation, and/or other examples 
to develop the topic 

C. use appropriate transitions to 
clarify relationships among ideas 

D. use precise language and 
vocabulary to explain about the 
topic 

E. establish and maintain a formal 
style 

F. provide a concluding statement or 
section 

Graphic Organizer-Outline 
 
Bibliography Template 
 
Teacher Talk @ the round table (confer) 
 
Students color code writing piece-each 
step of the process (a-f) to ensure each 
component is including 
 
Writing Rubric 

 Five Minute Personality Test--otter, lion, 
beaver, golden retriever  
 
Team contract/agreement form 
 
Grant writing process/steps/outline 
Grant Writing Steps for Kids 
 
 

(S.L6. 4) I can use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

Oral Presentation Rubric Model appropriate eye contact, volume 
etc. using Sample video 

(SL.6.5)I can include multimedia projects or 
visual displays when they will be helpful in 
clarifying information. 

Rehearsal with Slide the Line Peer evaluation completion 
Peer Evaluation Rubric 

 

http://www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/6_8_a.jpg
http://www.learningtogive.org/units/foundations-and-you/lets-write-grant-proposal
http://www.bie.org/object/document/6_8_presentation_rubric_non_ccss
https://www2.uwstout.edu/content/profdev/rubrics/elemteamworkrubric.html


(W.6.6) I can use technology, to produce 
and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others.  

Visual Display with Critical Friends 
Protocol 

Rubric for assessing group members 
Project Rubric 

 

 

 

http://pbl101.weebly.com/uploads/3/1/3/1/31318861/project_design_rubric_1__1_.pdf

